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People called PVAKERS, 


With Reſpef to many of their Friends in South- 
Britain, and their Friends in general in North- 


Britain, who conſeiencionuſly ſeruple the Taking 
of the preſent AFFIRMATION. 


UR late Gracious Sovereign Kine WILLIAM and 
the PARLIAMENT, being generouſly diſpoſed, in Fa- 


vour of Liberty of Conſcience, were pleaſed, in the Year 1696, 

to grant us a Solemws AFFIRMATION, inſtead of an 
OATH, for which we were very thankful to God and the Govern- 
ment; Whereby many of us have been not only delivered and de- 
fended from Impriſonments, vexatious Suits, Loſs of Goods and E- 
ſtates; but alſo have been enabled to ſerve our Country, and promote 
the Trade and Intereſt thereof: although in the Courſe of our Soli- 
citation for Relief, it happened, that in the ſaid Parliament the Afrr- 
mation was formed in Words different from what we deſired ; and 
many of our Friends Scrupling to ae: the Sacred Namz of GOD 
therein ; notwithſtanding they ſincerely acknowledge his Omnipreſence, 
and all other his Divine Attributes, have, by Means thereof, been 
deprived of its intended Benefit, and have been, and ſtill will be (if 
not relieved) liable to great Sufferings and Diſcouragements in their 
_ lawful Callings, and advantageous Manufactures of this Kingdom. 


Wherefore We, the People call'd Quakers, being very ſenſible of the 
cood Diſpoſition of our preſent Gracious KiNG and the ParLia- 
MENT towards Liberty of Conſcience : and We having a tender Regard 
to our ſaid Friends, and being deſirous that They may berendred Ulſe- 
ful (when wanted) to their Neighbours, as Witeſſes ; as alſo that They 
may be the better qualified to contribute towards the Support of the 
preſent Happy Eſtabliſhment, as well as the Trade of their Country; Do 
humbly Eatreat the Honourable Hous x of Commons, to make 
ſuch an Alteration 1a the preſent Bill before the Houſe, as that our Afrr- 
mation may be in the following Terms, viz. FJ A. B. do ſincerely 


Declare and Afirm ; which, on Enquiry, We find will be gene- 
rally eafie to our Friends, and, with Submiſhon, conceive will very 


well anſwer the Intent of Law and Juſtice, ſince the Penalties, here, ' 


in Caſe of Falſhood, will carry the ſame Legal Security as they do 
in Perjury. An Indulgence, cf the Nature of what we here deſire, 
hath been granted to the Meri/#s by the States of Holland, which they 
have enjoyed more than one Hundred Years; | 
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EPI S T E E of Caution 
FRIEND Sin Gena 


From a Meeting beld in London the Second of the Fi "I" 
Month 1921--22. 


Dear Friends and Brethren, | 
WA H 15 Meeting being under a weighty Senſe of that Great Favour 


noni I NR PORE: Boner: of ihe 
: King, e in Govyerament, to grant us; pa 

X ſing into a Law a Form of Solema  Afirm Affirmation, w Ric St 
remove the conſciencious Scruples many Friends =, under, (and _ 
by enable all to Mitten: theater nes, [nmr a ay onal | 
"to recominend to FF Friends in their y, oathly, or particular 
Meetings, where this Law d 


Et 
That they do in an eſpecial have a watchful Eye and Over- 


ſight of their ſeveral Merens that this great Favour be not abuſed or 
miſuſed by any-profeſſing Truth with us. 
| Our Bleſſed Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt told his Diſciples,7; e are the Light ate. x: 
of the World : A City that is ſet on a Hill cannot SW And inevery Age as 14- 
wn - do walk in Obedience to his Goſpel muſt unavoidably yg ſo; for - 
| Croſs and Self-denial, which he doth enjo eryoyn, ( (thoſe ſure Tokens — 
of a Chriin and Diſci ) are publick Marks which are eaſily ſeen, and 24 
readily obſerved by thoſe with whom we have Occaſion of Buſinek or 
Converſe, and our "rninkeliing hereof with Uprightneſs,. Juſtice and Mo- 
deration, will ſhew that we. Ro an awful pon ng to our Lord Jeſus 
Cn ut ug we acknowledge and declare to be our Great Lawgiver 
Example. + © 
The great End and Deſign of the New Covenant, Grace and Trach, 
which is come by him, 1s to draw Men into Obedience to his Law writ- 
ten in the Heart, by which only the Inſide can be, made clean; and ac- 
o_ to _ be Spire of Li ro _ ho 'the A 
calls, Law of t ret e in eſws, t r & Rom. viii 
thereof will ins, that 4 the Oatſide will fy s can; alſc 0. _ ereby Truth, =: 
Juſtice, Rig Righteouſneſs and 7vill ſhine forth. fa the Words and 
i Thich; and: = may. truly be applied to them that Saying of 
| TI A y ity that is ſet on a Hill cnn be hid, 


Beſide, 


aac 


(z) 
Beſide the izward Engagements of this Divine Law to ſpeak and 
at according. to Truth, there is at- this Time alſo an outward En- 

agement which the Government hath laid upon us, not only by the Fa- _ 
vour. of this AQ, hurt alſo by the Manner wherein they have conferr'd 
it :- For 'm the Preamble (it is. ſaid,  : ; : | 

It is evident that the ſaid hs od called QUAKERS have not abuſed the 
_ and Indulgence allowed to them by Law. 

Which Teſtimony of the Legiſlature concerning our Uſe of the late 
Solemn;, Affirmation 'upon twenty-five. Years /Experience, ought atleaſt to 
tir up all. Friends. to great \Watehfulneſs and Care in the Uſe of this 
farther Eaſe and Relief, that this Teſtimony may be continued, and there- 

confirm the Government in their favourable Sentiments concerning us. 

And as this Signal Indulgence may draw-the Eyes and Obſervation of 
many People us, it may be expe&ed among theſe ſome will look 
on us with ap evil Bye, watch for! our halting, and ſeek Occaſion-againſt 
us pon any. Miſuſe or Abuſe 6f-this Legal Privilege, which' any pro- 
feſſing Truth with us, or but bearing our Name, ſhould fall into 
or commit. | v x | 

Firft, Therefore that there be no Miſuſe of this Favour, we do ear- 
neſtly deſire and intreat that the ſeveral Meetings do adviſe and exhorr 
Friends that they watch againſt all vexatious and trifling Cauſes of Differ- 
ence, and not for any ſuch Cauſe implead or commence Suits of Law 
upon the Encouragement of this Solemn Affirmation : For that* would 
certainly be a perverting the; good Delign of the Government in; the 
granting thereof, and muſt be deemed a great Miſuſe of this Privilege. 

Secondly, That there be no Abuſe: thereof committed, we do in like 
Manner intreat and deſire that Friends may be exhorted and adviſed, 

- When any juſt, and valuable Occaſion doth require any to make uſe 
of this Affirmation, that fuch Friend or Friends be very conſiderate, 'and 
ſure of the' Truth of what. they are about to aitirm ; for where Property 
or Liberty are concerned, a falſe or corrupt Evidence 1s very injurious, 
and may prove deftruttive. Beſide, | | 

Prov. xix. Tt. ought on all Occaſions to be remembred, That a falſe Witneſs ſball 
Jo not be unpuniſhed, and he that ſpeaketh Lies ſhall not eſcape. And that the 
Rom. xiii. Command, Thow ſhalt not bear falſe Witneſs, is as well in the Goſpel as in 
9  ..: the Law. And that oll Liars ſhall bave their Part in the Lake which burn- 
" i” eth with Fire and Brimſtone. Ba Ys HEY 
To theſe i»werd Obligations on the Conſcience to Truth- ſpeaking, there 
' 3s alſo added the outward Guard of Pains, Penalties and Forfeitures to be 

inflited on ſuch as fhall lawfully be convited of wilfui, falſe and cor- 
rupt Afirming or Dezlaring, as if the fame Perſons had been convidt of 

wilful and corrupt Perjury. | 

We cannot omit alſo to remind you, that ſhould any under our Name 
fo far depart from the righteous Law of God, as herein to become guilty, 
they will thereby contraCt to themſelves perpetual Infamy, and to the Bo- 
dy whereof they may pretend to be Members, very great Scandal and Re- | 
proach ; and ſuch Inſtances repeated might provoke the Government to | 

' deprive us of this great Benefit. How great would be the Load of Guilt | 
' on any who ſhould be the Occaſion hereof ! 

Let it alſo be confider'd, That the Ground of our Petitioning and So- 
liciting for this farther Eaſe and Relief, was a Conſcientious Scruple. 
How imfamous therefore would it be! for any, who profeſs a Scruple 
to Swear at all, at the ſame Time to be guilty of foie Affirming, and 
while _ pretend to great Degrees of Parity, to fall ſhort in common 
Honeſty : It 1s in deed among the higheſt Degrees of Hypocriſy a Crime 
abhorred in the Sight of God and Man. 

Dear 


Dear Friends, 


Under the 'very weighty Conſideration of theſe Things this Epiſtle 


is recommended to you, in order fo ſtir up all to be careful upon 


every Occaſion to prevent the many Evils and Miſchiefs which may en- 


ſue upon the Abuſe of ſo great Favour, which Care we think may 
in ſome Meaſure be anſwered by two or three faithful and judicious 
Friends attending the Afſizes and Quarter-Seffions in every County, 
whereby there may-be a Service in ſeveral:ReſpeQts, as, 

Firſt, If there ſhould come to thoſe Courts any pretending to be Qua- 
kers, and under that Pretence require to be admitted ro our Solemn Af- 
firmation, and thereby excuſe themſelves from an Oath which they ma 


- hold as a greater SanQion, to the _ of an honeſt Cauſe, whic 


may ſuffer —_— ſuch Deceit, while in Truth they are not Quakers, 
nor by- us reputed ſuch. Here Friends will be at hand ready to detect 
ſuch Impoſtors. - 

Secondly, They will have Service in adviſing any Friends who may be 
obliged to attend either the Afſize or Seſſions in any Cauſe wherein they 


- may _ in need, asalſo to be aſſiſting to any Friend, that no Impoſition 


or Addition of Words be put to the Affirmation either unwarily or de- 
ſignedly by any Officer, with Purpoſe to inſnare. 
To all theſe Particulars we think it neceſſary to add, and very ear- 


- neſtly and tenderly to recommend to all Friends, that as much as may 


be they do avoid all Diſputes and Differences with their Neighbours, 


and as much as poſſible follow Peace with all Men——And in a particular yeb. xii; 
| Manner we do preſs that all Diſputes and Differences between Friends be 14- 


avoided, or if any do happen, that earneſt Endeavours be uſed by Acco. 
modation, or equitable and impartial Reference, to end them with. 


out going. to Law ; that ſo the Rebuke of the Apoſtle may not be neceſ- 
' farily applied to any, Now therefore there is utterly a Fault among you, be- , cg, yy 
- cauſe ye go 10 Law one with another? | | 


After the foregoing Cautions concerning the Uſe of the preſent Solemn 
Affirmation which relate to our ſelves or our Fellow-Subjects, there 
is yet remaining with us one other, which we recommend to your 
careful Obſervation and Inſpe&ion, which is, that ſuch as by their 


| Trades, Buſineſs or Merchandize, are any way concerned with an 


Branch of the va Þ Revenue, either of the Cuſtoms Exciſe, or otherwiſe 
that they be juſt and punQual in their Entries, and in the Payment of their 
ſeveral Duties; and that they keep themſelves clear from being in any 


Manner whatſoever concerned in running of any Goods, or in what 1s 


called the Smuggling-Trade. | 

For if any called a Quzaker ſhould by Advantage of this Favour be 
concerned in any fraudulent PraQtice relating to the Revenue, the Crime 
of ſuch 'would have one Aggravation and Degree of Guilt above the ſame 
Offence in any other Subject, and that is Ingratitude. 


| Dear Friends, | 


Theſe Things in a Chriſtian Concern of Mind we have repreſented, in 


Te 


order that all may be ſtirred up toan humble and faithful Walking, not as 


knowing that any will fall ſhort in the above Particulars : Bur, Beloved, 

'we are perſwaded better Things of you, and Things that accompany Salvation, 

th we thas ſpeak. Heb. viigso  _ | 
Signed by Appointment and in Behalf of the ſaid Meeting. By 


Benjamin Bealing, 


Mr er  e— 
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